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“Other Multitudes ask for lasting bliss, for an upright
heart, for advice how best to act, for strenght of body, for
enlightement, for the birth of a son, the reunion of friends,
a long life, increase of wealth, elevation in rank, and many
other things. His Majesty, who knows what is really good,
gives satisfactory answers to every one, and applies

- remidies to their religious perplexities. Not a day passes

but people bring cups of water to him, beseeching him to
breathe upon it.*”
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“Let him do everything that is proper to be done at the festival
of the NaoRoz, a feast first consequence, which Commences at the

time when the sun enters Aries and is the beginning of the month of
Farvardin.”
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“The Naoroz is the first day of the year, a great festival.”
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“The new year day feast. It Commeces on the day when the
sun is his splendour moves to Aries and lasts fill the nineteenth day
of the month (Forvardin). Two days of this period are considered great
festivals, when much maney and numerous other things are given
away as presents : the first day of the month of Farvardin & the
nineteenth which is the time of the sharaf.”
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“That each persons should be taxed according to his
ability, that there should be shown no exemption or favour
as regards this, that equal justice should be meted out and
external foes kept at bay, that every man should be at
liberty to believe what he pleases without any interference
by the State with his conscience; Such are the principles
upon which the British Government in India rests, and
such are its real boast and strength. But all these
principles were those of Akbar, and to him remains the
undying glory of having been the first in Hindustan to put
them into practice. These rules now underlie all modern
Western Stafes, but few even of such States can boast
that these principles are as thoroughly carried out by them
in this the twentieth century, as they were by Akbar himself
more than three hundred years ago.”
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“This King (Akbar) worships God and the sun, and is
a Hindu [Gentile]; he follows the sect of Vertei, who are
like monks living in communities [congregationi] and do
much penance. They eat nothing that has had life [animal
and before they sit down, they sweep the place with a
brush of cotton, in order that it may not happen [non si
affironti] that under them any worm [or ‘insect’, vermicells]
may remain and be killed by their sitting on it. These
people hold that the world existed from eternity, but others
say No,-many worlds having passed away. In this way
they say many silly things, which | omit so as not to weary

your Reverence.?”
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The Jesuit narrates a conversation with a certain

Babansa (? Baban Shah) a wealthy notable of Cambay,
favourable to the Fathers.” '

"_He is a dead!y enemy of certain men who are called
‘Vertels,. concerning whom | will give some slight
information [delli quali toccaro alcuna cosaJ”.

The Vgrteis live like monks, together in communities
[congregation]; and when | went to their house [in
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Cambay] there were about fifty of them there. They dress
in certain white clothes; they do not wear anything on the
head: their beards are shaven not with a razor, but pulled
out, because all the hairs are torn out from the beards,
and likewise from the head, leaving none of them save a
few on the middle of the head up to the top, so that they

are left a very large bald space.

They live in poverty; receiving in aims what the giver
has in excess of his wants for food. They have no wives.
They have (the teaching of) their sect written in the script
of Gujarat. They drink warm water, not from fear of
catching cold, but because they say that water has a Soul,
and that drinking it without heating it kills its Soul, which
God created, and that is great sin, but when heated it has
not a Soul. And for this reason they carry in their hands
certain brushes, which with their handles look like pencils,
made of cotton (bambaca) and these they use to sweep
the floor or pavement whereon they walk, so that it may
not happen that the Soul [anima] of any worm be killed. |
saw their prior and superior (maggiore) frequently sweep
the place before sitting down by reason of that scruple.
Their chief Prelate or supreme Lord may have about
100,000 men under obedience to him, and every year one
of them is elected. | saw among them boys of eight or nine
years of age, who looked like Angels. They seem to be
men, not of India, but of Europe. At that age they are
dedicated by their fathers to this Religion.

@ & ® ®

“They hold that the world was created millions of
millenniums ago, and that during that space of time God
has sent twenty three Apostles, and that now in this last
stage, he sent another one, making twenty-four in all,
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which must have happened about two thousand years
ago, and from that time to this they possess scriptures,
which the others [Apostles] did not compose.

Father Xavier and | discoursed about that saying to
them that this one (questo) [Seil apparently the last
Apostle] concerned their Salvation.

The Babansa aforesaid being interpreter, they said
us, we shall talk about that another time. But we never
returned there, although they pressed us earnestly,

because we departed the next day.*”
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